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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, AS 

SUB J : NEW SOUTH WALES GENERAL ELECTION 
REF: A. SYDNEY 2576, B. SYDNEY 2621 

1. AS EXPECTED LIBERAL/COUNTRY PARTY COALITION WON 
NOV 17 ELECTION AND INCREASED ITS MAIORITY IN 
PARLIAMENT FROM FOUR TO AT LEAST TEN, PERHAPS 12. WHILE 

THIS VICTORY IS SIGNIFICANT AND IS TO SOME EXTENT A REFLECTION 
OF DISSATISFACTION WITH FEDERAL LABOR GOVERNMENT IN 
CANBERRA, IT IS NOT REPEAT NOT THE DEVASTATING BLOW AT THE 
ALP WHICH LIBERALS HAD HOPED FOR. 

2. COALITIONS GAIN IN SEATS WAS PROPORTIONATELY GREATER 
THAN ITS GAIN IN POPULAR VOTE PARTLY AS RESULT OF GERRY 
MANDERING AND PARTLY AS RESULT OF LABORS LOSS OF TWO 
PERHAPS THREE RURAL-SEATS TO COUNTRY PARTY. 

3. LIBERAL/COUNTRY PARTY GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN WAS NOT A 
BOLD NEW ONE BUT A STAND PAT CAMPAIGN BASED ON ASKIN'S 
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INEVITABLE IN A CAMPAIGN LED BY ASKIN BUT IT WILL BE 
EXPECTED THAT ASKIN WILL RESIGN IN 12 TO 18 MONTHS TO BE 
REPLACED PROBABLY BY EDUCATION MINISTER WILLIS OR JUSTICE 
MINISTER M ADDISON WHO IN TURN WILL BE EXPECTED TO LAUNCH 
A NEW TEAM AND NEW PROGRAM AT NEXT ELECTION THREE YEARS 
HENCE. 

4. MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS MUST AWAIT FINAL ELECTION 
RESULTS. HANNAH 
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